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2 N/B Proposed 

1. Scope of Policy 
This document governs the environmental and land development protocol of Fairhills’ producers. It is 

not compiled to place a burden upon producers, but rather aid them and inform them of sustainable 

farming practices, environmentally friendly production and land-use planning and guide landscape 

planning for best aesthetic and energy-conservation effect. It is the aim of the policy to make planning 

decisions easier for land owners within the Fairhills community.  

The policy also looks into our farming methods and outlines rules that will assure producers they will 

stay on the right side of Flo-CERT regulations, ecological conservation efforts and carbon footprint 

reduction. This includes the proper use of chemical agents and which of these are harmful to the 

environment.  

The policy also encourages producers to diversify their economic activity through varied land use 

patterns. Not only does this look after the needs of nature, but the need for financial sustainability and 

general community prosperity. Through this, guidelines are set to make sure new structures are built 

responsibly, in the correct locales and with natural disasters in mind.  
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In summation, the role of the policy is to protect producers from the wrath of climate change, protect 

their properties from natural disaster damage and balance the needs of land-owners with the 

environment. 

2. Environmental Aims of Fairhills 
• To produce quality wines that takes as many environmental concerns into account as possible. 

• To make every attempt to reduce the carbon footprint of our production. 

• To create living environments for humans which are comfortable, but environmentally 

sustainable.  

• To take climate change seriously and proactively mitigate its effects for our operations and for 

our Earth as a whole. 

• To reduce waste and recycle as much as possible. 

• To educate producers and staff members about the dangers of unsustainable lifestyles and 

agricultural production.  

• To protect the Cape Floral Kingdom, to protect water resources and protect ecologically sensitive 

areas. 

• To improve degraded environments through proactive rehabilitation measures. 

• To protect producers and staff from floods, fire, erosion and drought. 

3. Landscaping Policy 
It is the aim of Fairhills Association to create sustainable farms. Congruent with this aim, human and 

natural environments must be enhanced. Not only do we need to look after the needs of agriculture, but 

also the psychological well-being of land-owners as well as their employees. Aesthetics are of utmost 

importance, as are the environmental improvements that must be made to create sustainable 

producers.  

It is the long-term vision of Fairhills, to create farms that are attractive to the human eye, as well as to 

nature. It is the vision of our organisation to recreate habitats for birds, insects and animals and to 

create pleasant living-conditions for their human counterparts. In doing so, the entire region 

encompassing Fairhills members’ has been mapped and allocated a “priority status.” This “status” 

stipulates where certain landscaping regulations take precedence, for example; Areas where ecological 

concerns are of paramount importance and trump the needs of human-activities and areas where 

aesthetic and human concerns are paramount, but where the needs of the local ecology are balanced 

with the needs of human inhabitants.  

• See Annexure A for Maps and Annexure B for Botanical Schedules.  

Ecologically sensitive areas include the following: 

• River-courses and adjacent riparian zones 

• Seasonal wetland areas 
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• Canal areas 

• Farm dams where habitat regeneration can be implemented 

• Areas adjacent to and within montane areas 

In aforementioned areas, indigenous planting takes absolute precedence; however how indigenous 

planting is carried out, depends of the individual area in question.  

3.1 River-courses and riparian zones are rehabilitated and planted with Western Cape indigenous 

species only, to mimic natural riparian habitats to coerce fauna back into riparian zones and to protect 

river banks from erosion and protect surrounding farmland from periodic flooding. Areas of extreme 

erosion concern are replanted with stabilising species, such as Cape Palm-Rush (Palmiet), Cape Bull-Rush 

or similar, indigenous soil-binding species.  

3.2. Areas near farm dams and wetlands adhere to a similar policy of local-indigenous only, where 

Western Cape species take precedence. This ensures, species are accustomed to our Mediterranean 

Climate, will not absorb an inordinate amount of moisture from water resources and will attract local 

fauna. This has the additional benefit of casting shade over water bodies, reducing evaporation during 

the hottest, driest months from January to March.  

3.3 Areas directly adjacent to montane areas are usually in a pristine state, due to the ruggedness and 

inaccessibility of the terrain, deeming any planting or rehabilitation unnecessary in most locales. 

However, in areas where needed, Cape Floristic Kingdom (Fynbos) species take precedence. Only in 

areas where human-habitation or infrastructure is at severe risk to bush-fires, will trees be planted to 

act as a natural fire-break; they shall however, be indigenous to the Western Cape, shall be resistant to 

fire, with a high-moisture content and flame-retardant properties, i.e. White Milkwood.  

3.4 Canal areas will be planted in accordance with the needs of each respective canal, whether erosion 

control needs to take priority, or habitat and shade-creation. Also, such areas will be planted with 

indigenous species, to reduce water-uptake, but where needed, other South African indigenous species 

will be used, if deemed better suited to soil stability and erosion control; however they will be a closely 

endemic to the Western Cape as possible.  

3.5 Human-activity areas and aesthetic corridors are those areas located around farms that serve 

human interests, such as around homesteads, staff housing, farm-buildings and road-approaches. In 

these areas, aesthetics take precedence, but not neglecting the environmental needs either. Here too, 

the needs of energy conservation are paramount; see Energy Policy. Taking the Western Cape interior’s 

climate into consideration, which has well-defined seasons, deciduous species are best suited. Here, 

exotics as well as indigenous South African species may be used, provided exotics are non-self-seeding, 

are not declared Category One, Two or Three Invaders and generally enhance the aesthetic and natural 

environment of properties. 

3.6 Buffer zones are those areas located between vineyards that do not subscribe to any 

aforementioned category and often include small open spaces, areas along property lines, along fences, 

paddocks or roadsides. Buffer zones can either fall in areas adjacent to sensitive areas, where only South 
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African indigenous species will be allowed; or in areas near roads and human-activity zones, where 

aesthetics take precedence and non-invasive exotics as well as indigenous species are permitted. These 

areas also serve as habitat conduits as well as for wind-mitigation corridors, preventing crop and 

infrastructural damage during Black South-Easter and Cold Front North-Westerly events.  

4. Botanical List & Schedule  

• See Annexure A for Maps and Annexure B for Botanical Schedules.  

Each sector of the region, as mentioned in the Landscaping Policy, is allocated a “priority status.” The 

Botanical List & Schedule outlines the purpose of each species, its characteristics and guides the 

planning for all Fairhills’ members. Below is a description of each schedule and the methodology behind 

such classification.  

4.1 Schedule One 

All species classified herein are Western Cape indigenous species, many endemic to the southern 

portion of the country. These are tree species found within the Knysna-Amatole Afro-montane Forest 

biome and within the Cape Floristic Kingdom. Some species are found sporadically through the south-

western Cape, but do occur as far west as Table Mountain. Most of the region is of the Cape Floristic 

Kingdom, with riparian pockets, gorges and perennial wetter locales falling under the Afro-montane 

biome of evergreen temperate forest.  

Many of the trees encountered herein do not attain great height, unless situated in dense, sheltered 

stands; many are thus unsuitable for buffer-zone and wind-break planting, but are ideally suited for 

riparian afforestation. Characteristic species include Stinkwoods, Yellowwoods, Assegai, Spoonwoods, 

Cape Gum, Cape Ash and Wild Almond.  

4.2 Schedule Two 

All species classified herein are Western Cape indigenous to varying degrees; although most occur 

within the indigenous Knysna-Amatole Afro-montane Forest biome, most do not occur regularly further 

west of Grootvadersbosch in Heidelberg, some only as far west as the Outeniqua Forests. This may be 

due to two factors: one, historical destruction of habitat or two, lack of summer moisture further west 

of the southern Cape.  

Some species are more arid Western Cape species and are found in the Karoo, but not in higher rainfall 

districts, like the western Breede River Valley. Although many are very drought resistant, many look 

aesthetically out of place in a Winelands environment.  

Many species may attain some height, but here too, primarily in dense stands only. Arid species tend to 

be slightly stunted, except the Sweet Thorn. Some are suited to plant in buffer-zones, but most also are 

well-suited to afforestation and many indigenous bird and insect species find these species very useful. 

Many species in Schedule One do occur in the same habitat as many species within Schedule Two 

(except arid species).  
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4.3 Schedule Three 

These are species classified as South African indigenous, but are not encountered in the Western Cape. 

Thus, most are from the warmer, summer rainfall regions to the north and east of South Africa. 

Although they may seem more foreign to the Western Cape in many respects, compared to the 

naturalised Oaks, many are still very beneficial to the environment and many upcountry bird and insect 

species do occur here and will utilise the trees readily for food and habitat. 

Another positive; due to most species occurring naturally in an open woodland or savannah 

environment, many do not need shelter or dense stands to attain a greater height. Also, here, more 

species are deciduous; this helps meet the needs of the Energy Policy. Some species sport attractive 

spring blossoms or autumn colours.  

Species characteristic of this schedule are the Syringas, Bush-willows, Coral Trees, Boer-beans, Tree 

Wisteria, Wild Pear and many acacia species. Also, many trees classified herein are drought resistant; 

although many, particularly the acacia species, do not fit the Winelands aesthetic very well.  

4.4 Schedule Four 

Species herein are all exotics, almost all are deciduous. These are the more commonly available exotic 

trees, many of which are naturalised in the Cape. No species located in this schedule is invasive and 

many of these species require specialised conditions for abundant germination to occur, most notably 

cold stratification.  

Many species are perfectly suited for the Winelands aesthetic, but are not suited for afforestation or 

riparian planting. Although they do not spread indiscriminately, locally indigenous trees are required for 

environmentally responsible rehabilitative planting.  

Species characteristically have great seasonal variation and many attain great height, even in exposed 

locations. This schedule includes many of the autumn colour favourites, like the Oaks, Ashes, Maples, 

Sweetgums (Liquid-Ambers) and Planes. Although Eucalypts are ideal for attaining height and providing 

a wind-break, many are invasive, many visually unattractive and roots also interfere with surrounding 

crops.  

4.5 Schedule Five 

These species are specialised and rare exotics of high aesthetic value, most sporting intense autumnal 

colour and fine form. Some also attain a decent height and most are well-suited for avenue planting. 

However, most species are hard to obtain, often pricey and planting will be severely limited. This 

schedule also contains many Maple species, but also the Flowering Cherry, Tupelo, Dogwood, Scarlet 

Oak and Elms.  

All species are non-invasive, also require cold stratification for satisfactory germination and thus, have 

no chance of spreading into natural environments. The species are specialised aesthetic feature trees 

and cannot be used for afforestation, rehabilitative or riparian planting.  
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5. Invader Policy 
The policy is clear; no invasive species may be planted on any Fairhills property. This is in accordance 

with the Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act, No. 43 of 1983, as amended in March 2001, 

wherein three schedules are compiled; schedule 1 are weeds and may not exist anywhere and must be 

eradicated; schedule 2 are species of commercial value that may exist in demarcated areas only; 

schedule 3 are invaders of aesthetic value, may not be propagated, but may exist if already present.  

Although most problem trees in our region are generally categorised as schedule 2 invaders, the 

following amendments are made for local ecological purposes of environmental sustainability: 

• Black Wattle Acacia mearnsii is a noxious weed and must be eradicated.  

• Port Jackson Acacia saligna is a noxious weed and must be eradicated. 

• All Hakea species are montane weeds and must be eradicated; usually through biological 

controls. 

• Most Eucalypts are invaders, some are weeds; those that serve as wind-breaks or shelter may 

remain, others must be removed; The Silver-Dollar Gum Eucalyptus cinerea and the Red-

Flowering Gum Corymbia ficifolia are exempt and are not invasive.  

• The Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia is a weed and must be eradicated. 

• All Pinus (true pine) species must be removed from montane ground, as they are invasive to the 

Cape Floral Kingdom biome.  

It is not expected that the Fairhills’ producer shoulder all the burden of clearing invasive vegetation, as 

the task is labour-intensive, arduous and often is expensive. Often the resources are not readily 

available to producers to embark on clearing exercises alone. Here, Fairhills liaises with CapeNature, 

LandCare and Working for Water to help with invader control. However, it is the property owners 

responsibility to maintain the gains and aid in keeping their property clear of invaders and remove new 

germinating plants. 

Fairhills is aiming to aid producers in their invader management efforts by purchasing a wood-chipper, 

capable of mulching trees up to at least 20cm in diameter. This should come into effect post-harvest in 

2011. The goal is to reduce the reliance on Working for Water in this endeavour and to reduce the use 

of felled trees for firewood. Although culturally, it is impossible to halt all use of firewood, due to South 

African’s desire for outdoor cooking and winter heating needs; it is aimed to reduce reliance on burning 

wood for heat. This is coupled with the energy policy and its related landscaping guidelines.  

It is also unsustainable to simply eradicate the use of firewood without the other measures taken in this 

policy, as this will then increase the usage of electricity for heating and cooking, which is “dirty” ESKOM 

electricity anyway. This simply shifts the carbon burden elsewhere, but does not address the issue 

holistically.  

The mulch from the use of the new wood-chipper will be used on producers’ properties for soil 

replenishment. It is hoped; this will have the effect of reducing the need for inorganic fertilisers and 

reduce the producers’ expenditure on such soil replenishment methods.  
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6. Refuse & Recycling Policy 
Until now, all refuse was disposed of on producers’ properties. There has been no refuse removal 

services provided to rural properties by the local Breede Valley Municipality. This has been a conundrum 

for Fairhills Association as well as producers and their staff, as they simply do not have the facilities to 

properly dispose of waste in an environmentally sound manner. All refuse, including recyclables have 

been disposed of in small producer-operated landfills.  

This has become unsustainable, as many producers have little viable land for refuse disposal. With most 

level-ground being intensely cultivated, often landfills are located near or on sensitive areas; near water 

courses or adjacent to mountainous ground. The only method at land owners’ disposal to dispose of and 

compact waste has been to burn refuse, compact it and lay more refuse upon older, burnt refuse. Later, 

when fills are full, the area is covered with soil and another location is sought.  

Currently, Fairhills is engaged in negotiations with the Breede Valley Municipality to provide refuse 

removal services to our producers. This way, refuse will be disposed of “professionally” and in 

appropriate municipal landfills, far from ecologically sensitive areas. However, just this act is 

unsustainable; as passing the burden does not do the local environment any long-term justice.  

Fairhills Association will commence with the Three-Bin System in late 2010. This will comprise of three 

separate waste bins provided at each household; those of land owners’ and those of staff members’. 

One, for general rubbish; Two, for recyclables (paper; plastic; glass); Three, for organics (to be 

composted and reused in farming operations).  

 Responsibility for disposal shall then be split. Land owners, currently in charge of all refuse removal, 

shall then the responsible for the composting of organic waste, but shall be to their own lands’ benefit. 

They will need to continue to remove non-recyclable waste, but dump it at a bin-hold collection point 

near a major thoroughfare for pick-up by municipal refuse collectors. Fairhills Association will handle bin 

two; these recyclables will provide a job opportunity for two individuals from within the Fairhills 

community (Fairhills Recyclers).  

What this endeavour requires is a utility vehicle, such as a small truck, to pick up the recycle bins on 

each farm, sort the bins into respective recycling components and transport it to the recycling services 

in Worcester. Here, a payment for delivery is given by the recycling company. This in turn funds the 

operations and profit pays the “employees” of the scheme.  

Each group of farms will be allocated a collection day, when all refuse will be collected by both the land-

owner (general refuse and organic refuse) as well as the Fairhills Recyclers. It will be the responsibility of 

each household, whether general staff, managerial or land-owner, to dispose of trash in accordance 

with the Three-Bin System. It is not the responsibility of the municipality, Fairhills Recyclers or land-

owner-trash-pick-up to sort refuse. The Fairhills Recyclers will only be responsible for sorting of glass, 

paper, plastic recyclables.  
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7. Effluent Policy 
Each property owner has neither the capacity nor capital to embark on any treatment of raw sewage. 

Each property owner and all staff use a septic tank system to dispose of solid organic waste, connected 

to each home. It can however be noted that, none of the residences nor the staff homes are located 

near any bodies of water, river courses or areas of unusually high water tables. Thus, no contamination 

of any water resource occurs.  

Property owners have to maintain the septic tanks at their own cost, both at their residence and the 

residences of the staff employed on property. This is the current status quo and thus far, no significant 

overflow, contamination or environmental damage has ever been witnessed.  

Few producers have an issue with waste water, as this is usually produced in large quantities in wine 

cellars during vinification activities; such large scale activity only occurs at Du Toitskloof Cellar. Here, 

Fairhills will enhance their current waste-water seep into a true natural filtration wetland. It is also 

Fairhills policy that if any producer and member produces wine on their premises, that all cellar waste-

water be given a similar treatment. 

This method allows small to large producers, regardless of waste-water run-off quantities or budget to 

create an artificial filtration wetland. Utilising certain indigenous reed, grass and Restio species, this is an 

effective and natural way of filtering any harmful waste from the cellar run-off and allowing fresh, 

purified water to either seep into the ground, into the aquifer or running away into irrigation dams or 

river systems. These species of aquatic plants use this organic waste as fertiliser to enhance their growth 

and spread, thus the more concentrated the run-off waste, the more vigorously they grow to 

compensate for this. Those substances that are not completely broken down or absorbed by the root 

systems of the vegetation are often trapped by the wetland in sediment, allowing bacteria and other 

micro-organisms time to break these substances down further into more inert substances safe for 

discharge.  

8. Energy Policy 
The synopsis of Fairhills’ energy policy is to use as little of it as possible; and where it needs to be used, 

use renewable sources of energy where infrastructure permits.  

The energy policy also works and-in-hand with the landscape policy, as landscaping near human 

settlement, coupled with prevailing weather patterns usually dictates energy consumption.  As stated in 

the landscape policy, due to climatic factors, human activity areas will use predominantly deciduous tree 

species. This lends itself to the reduction of cooling needs in summer and heating needs in winter. This 

too will help reduce the need to light fires for warmth during the winter months, reducing carbon 

emissions.  

8.1 Climate Overview: 

• Hottest month: February average maximum: 29.3°C; average minimum: 16°C  

• Coldest month: July average maximum: 16.5°C; average minimum: 4.7°C 
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• From January to early-March, temperatures exceeding 38°C occur sporadically, but without fail. 

Wildfires generally occur in a 15-year natural cycle.  

• From July to early-September, temperature maximums not exceeding 10°C are commonplace 

during storm events. Snowfalls are common above 1000m altitude.  

• Coupled with this, solar energy levels are exacerbated in summer, by the fact that 11hours of 

sunlight daily is average during hotter months and almost no precipitation falls. Whilst in winter, 

almost all precipitation occurs and sunlight averages only 6hours daily; one hour less sunlight on 

eastern slopes of the mountains.  

• Precipitation averages from 1100mm at mountainsides to 600mm near the Breede River per 

annum. 

ESKOM has become a major issue. Due to electrical supply constraints, ESKOM is seeking an additional 

R500billion in funding for its capacity expansion program, placing massive financial burdens on 

electricity consumers, particularly bulk consumers. Our producers are such consumers and till now, have 

had no alternative, but to use ESKOM power for pumping stations for irrigating their vineyards.  

ESKOM is also a major supplier of “dirty energy”, with only the Koeberg Power Station being a bulk 

provider of nuclear energy; the outright majority of all other power stations supplying the national grid 

are upcountry coal power stations.  

Due to the aforementioned reasons, alternatives must be investigated to supply the primary power 

needs of producers. ESKOM rate hikes may push many producers into financial ruin as their electricity 

bills will double by 2012, well beyond projected inflation of 4-6% per annum. Currently, many land 

owners are already struggling with electrical expenses during the hot, dry months when irrigation needs 

are high. The rate hikes, granted by NERSA for ESKOM are as follows: 

24.8% from April 2010; 25.8% from April 2011; 25.9% from April 2012.  

Gravity schemes are also not viable, as many farmers have no access to reliable, higher-altitude water 

resources and most rely on borehole water, farm dam water, or river water, all of which is located at or 

below the grade of the vineyards.  

Solar power is the only viable option. The power is completely clean, completely renewable, easy to 

maintain and power supply is greatest when irrigation needs are greatest. However, the capital needed 

for this source of power is out of reach of every single producer. Solar powered water pumps would 

effectively cut many producers’ electricity expenses by at least 70% and therefore, cut reliance on dirty 

power by 70%, having a massive reducing effect on the carbon-footprint of Fairhills’ agricultural 

activities.  

Wind power, although clean, is not the most reliable, as often during the hottest summer days, little 

wind is experienced.  

Whenever possible, Fairhills will aim to use solar energy as the method for in-house water heating, thus 

solar geysers. When Fairhills embarks on any new upgrading or construction projects for its members, in 
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partnership with ESKOM’s solar subsidy program, will install hot-water facilities utilising renewal energy 

sources.  

9. Climate-Change Policy 
Climate change is a serious issue and has already made its effects felt in the Western Cape. It is 

projected that temperatures will continue to rise globally, with current international treaties only 

accounting for reductions allowing a 2°C temperature rise globally. This rise in temperature would still 

be a near-disaster for the southern portions of the Western Cape. It would effectively alter our climate 

changing the Breede River Valley and Winelands climate to that of the Olifants River Valley (Vredendal); 

this effectively causes desertification and halves our rainfall by 2100.  

9.1 The long-term hypothesis is that summer maximums will increase slightly, however summer 

minimum temperatures with rise quite markedly. Summers will more than likely see increases 

atmospheric instability due to the opening of tropical airflow from the north, causing sporadic late-

summer thunderstorms, more synonymous with the Central Karoo. This will cause an increase in 

humidity-related vineyard diseases and fungus.  

Spring and autumn are likely to become milder, particularly autumn experiencing a later and later arrival 

with increased minimum temperatures. Early-autumns may experience a slight increase in precipitation, 

with late-autumns experiencing a significant drop.  

Winters are where the largest climatic problems lie. Winter is a vital season for vineyard dormancy and 

water security. Winters will be significantly disrupted. Temperature rises from June to September will 

likely be the most significant annually, with a marked drop in precipitation. It is likely rainfall will become 

more sporadic, but when storms do occur, more intense. With a rise in atmospheric energy due to 

temperature increases, wind speeds are likely to increase. Snowfall will diminish significantly, negatively 

affecting aquifer replenishment and vineyard dormancy.  

Note: The abovementioned is a long-term prediction and cannot be guaranteed, as even the largest of 

supercomputers cannot accurately model the massive variables involved in predicting the outcomes of 

climate-change. Much of the hypothesis is based off scientific meteorological models, long-term 

forecasts and local knowledge of changing weather conditions currently being experienced.  

It is however of paramount importance that Fairhills and its members do everything in its power to 

counteract these effects in anyway humanly possible.  It is therefore a Fairhills priority to attempt to 

alter the regional climate. It is impossible to make any attempt to alter the global climate, other than 

reducing waste and our carbon footprint to not further contribute to global temperature increases.  

It is proven that significant tree planting alters microclimates and mesoclimates, through increased 

shade cover and increased transpiration. This leaf-water-loss absorbs energy for evapouration, reducing 

temperatures slightly. There is often a noticeable drop in temperatures around heavily treed locales. 

Although studies have yet to conclude that significant numbers of trees planted over a regional area can 
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reduce regional temperatures, the hypothesis is that, should it work on a microclimatic scale, surely 

large numbers may work on a macroclimatic scale.  

It is therefore Fairhills’ aim to plant an average of 5-10 trees per hectare of every piece of cultivated land 

within our jurisdiction. Not only does this potentially result in a macroclimatic (regional) or at least 

microclimatic temperature drop, but each tree will absorb 20kg of CO2 per annum. It is estimated that 

through the Fairhills afforestation schemes, a total of 10,000 trees will be planted by 2012 by our 

producers. This amounts to a carbon sink of 2,000tons per annum. Even, should the aim to alter the 

climate regionally fail, Fairhills would still be positively contributing to the absorption of Greenhouse 

Gasses.  

10. Chemical Policy 
It is indeed unfortunate that the option for organic farming does not exist for Fairhills’ members. This is 

due to the Breede River Valley (excluding Robertson and Tulbagh) being the most intensely cultivated 

viticulture area in South Africa, containing 19 percent of all the country’s vineyards. The monoculture of 

the region means, should one producer switch to organic farming and the majority continue using 

pesticides, the organic farmer will lose his crop as pests migrate to “favourable vineyards.” More 

isolated vineyards, located in non-traditional wine-growing districts can easily go this route.  

Since our region’s monoculture and intensive agriculture disallows organic farming for the foreseeable 

future; we need to assure that our operations, whilst still operating in the traditional method, are done 

so responsibly, environmentally-consciously and with utmost sensitivity to the potential harm toxicity 

can cause. Where chemical agents, whether pest- or herbicides, are found exceedingly harmful to either 

natural flora or fauna or to the eventual human consumer, alternatives will be sought and harmful 

chemical usage will cease.  

Due to the rapidly evolving science pertaining to toxicity and persistent organic pollutants, it is not 

possible to write a long-term policy document that will cover all current and future environmental 

threats. Thus, it is the policy of Fairhills to follow the FLO-Cert guidelines and those of the Stockholm 

Convention that aims to eliminate or restrict the usage of harmful persistent organic pollutants. South 

Africa is indeed one of the participant parties in this convention. Should subsequent scientific evidence 

come to light and more substances be added, so shall they be added to our “eliminate list.”  

Whenever a chemical agent is added to the “eliminate list” as per international guidelines and 

conventions, Fairhills will then phase out the chemicals usage and find viable and safe alternatives; 

alternatives that do not harm the environment and that do not harm human consumers.  

10.1 Chemical Storage 

Below follows an easy to read checklist to verify whether your chemical storage is safe and conforms to 

responsible farming practices. If one of the following is not up to standard, corrections must be made. 

• Chemical Storage is locked when not in use 

• Authorised staff are only allowed access to the chemical store 
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• The keys are not stored near the lock, i.e. at the chemical store 

• Storage area is well ventilated to the outdoors, i.e. not other room or storage area 

• A warning sign is clearly visible on the door and states the building’s use 

• The floors are solid concrete to contain spills 

• There is a furrow to catch spills or inward sloping floor to keep spills from escaping 

• There are labels on all containers 

• Herbicides and pesticides are kept separated from one another 

• Caps are tightly closed 

• All bags are tightly sealed 

• Boreholes and rivers-courses are at least 30m from the chemical store 

• Animals cannot access the storage 

• Any broken bags are re-bagged and broken containers are put into new ones 

• Pesticides are not stored randomly with machinery or any lubricants 

• Non-pesticide equipment must not be stored with pesticides 

• No pesticides may be stored in a pump house or at a borehole pump 

• Chemical storage sufficiently spacious to house maximum amount needed without crowding 

10.2 Chemical Spills  

Pesticide spills can harm your health, crops, community, and environment. They can also be difficult and 

costly to clean up. Prevent pesticide spills by transporting, storing and handling pesticides properly. 

Make sure pesticides are secure during transport. Drive appropriately for road conditions. Have suitable 

shelving and lighting in the storage area. Follow laws and safety guidelines when storing pesticides. Have 

a good loading platform where you fill the sprayer. Make sure application equipment does not have 

faulty hoses or valves. Mix, load and apply pesticides carefully to minimise the chance of spills. Review 

pesticide Safety Precautions regularly.   

Accidents can happen even when taking precautions. Therefore, be prepared to handle pesticide spills.   

 10.2.1 Be Prepared for Spills 

• Develop a spill contingency plan.  

Each farm should have a spill contingency plan or emergency response plan. It will help guide 

you if there is a spill. The plan should explain: 

o How to prevent spills 

o Who to contact if there is a spill 

o How to contain the spill 

o How to clean up the spill 

o Where critical or sensitive areas are on your farm 

o How often the plan will be updated. 

• Have spill cleanup kit(s) 

Keep a spill cleanup kit in a vehicle when transporting pesticides, in the pesticide storage area, 
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and at the mixing and loading areas. A spill cleanup kit can be purchased from some farm supply 

stores or can be made from easily obtainable items. A pesticide spill cleanup kit should contain:  

o personal protective equipment (e.g. unlined gloves, rubber boots, a respirator, protective 

eyewear, disposable coveralls), 

o dry absorbent material such as sawdust, vermiculite, dry coarse clay, kitty litter, commercial 

absorbent, newspapers or paper towels, 

o lime, chlorine bleach or washing soda to decontaminate spill areas, 

o broom and scoop or shovel to pick up the contaminated material, 

o a container with lid (i.e. 20 L pail or heavy duty garbage bag) to put the contaminated waste 

in. This container can also be used to store contents of the spill kit, 

o A felt pen to write the name of the spilled pesticide on the container, 

o A list of emergency phone numbers 

• Post emergency phone numbers by each telephone and at the storage shed. Write the numbers 

large enough so they are easy to read. Include phone numbers for the Poison Control Centre, 

doctor, and Fire/Police/Ambulance (10111). 

• Compile a list of pesticide company emergency phone numbers. Pesticide labels have an 

emergency phone number(s) on them. Read your pesticide labels and record the PCP Act 

numbers, the company name, and the pesticide name. In an emergency it may take too long to 

find phone numbers on the labels or the labels may be damaged. Keep these phone numbers in 

the spill contingency plan and spill kits.  

• Ask your pesticide dealer for copies of the Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for the pesticides 

on the farm. Keep these in a convenient location.  

• Design the mixing area to contain spills. Consider installing a containment pad for mixing and 

loading. This pad would contain any spill at the application site.  

• Regularly review First Aid Procedures for pesticides spilled onto skin or splashed into eyes.  

• Review pesticide label information before using a pesticide. 

10.2.2 Dealing With A Pesticide Spill 

Act quickly. The sooner the spill is controlled, the less damage it can cause. 

o Protect yourself against pesticide contamination. Put on personal protective gear including 

chemical-resistant gloves and the disposable coveralls. If a respirator is normally used when 

applying the pesticide, wear a respirator to clean up the spill. Do not smoke, drink or eat during 

the clean-up. Work up-wind of the spilled material.  

o If a pesticide spilled onto a person, have the person remove contaminated clothing. Thoroughly 

wash the skin with soap and water and follow the first aid directions for skin exposure. If a 

person inhaled the pesticide take them to fresh air and follow the first aid directions for 

inhalation.  

o If the spill is inside, ventilate the area by opening doors and windows and using the fans if 

necessary.  

o Keep bystanders and animals away from the spill. Do not let people walk or drive through the 

spilled material.  
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o Control the spill. Eliminate the source of the spill if possible. If a pesticide container, bag, small 

sprayer or applicator tips over, quickly set it upright to stop more pesticide from spilling out.  

o Contain the spill. Prevent the spilled material from spreading more. If the spill is near a sensitive 

area such as a creek or pond, first divert the spill away from the sensitive area. Surround the 

spilled pesticide with a barrier so it cannot spread. Use the materials in the spill kit or material 

such as soil, peat moss, sawdust, newspapers, etc. Absorb or soak up as much liquid pesticide as 

possible by covering it with absorbent material. Don’t use absorbent material if a dry pesticide 

formulation was spilled.  

o Do not apply water to the spilled pesticide. Water will spread the spill further.  

o Begin cleaning up the spill as soon as the spill is under control. Sweep up dry pesticides or the 

absorbent material. Some dry pesticides may still be able to be used. Place the waste materials 

into an empty waterproof container or strong garbage bag. Label the container with the name 

of the pesticide, the PCP Act number, and the approximate amount of pesticide that was spilled. 

Contact the Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection (WLAP) for advice on disposing of the 

contaminated material. If the spill occurs directly on the soil, dig up and remove the 

contaminated soil. Cover the area with at least 5 cm of lime. Cover the lime with fresh topsoil. 

Put the contaminated soil in a strong container, label it as above and dispose of it according to 

WLAPs directions.  

o Decontaminate the contaminated area. Check the pesticide label and material safety data sheet 

(MSDS) for information on cleaning up spills. Form a dam around the contaminated area so 

cleanup does not spread the pesticide. Many pesticide contaminated areas can be cleaned up 

washing the area with a mixture of household bleach, detergent and water. Only use a little 

liquid. Cover the clean-up solution with absorbent material and then put the absorbent material 

into the disposal container with the other contaminated materials. Contact the Ministry of 

Water, Land and Air Protection or the manufacturer for advice.  

o Decontaminate all equipment used in the cleanup. Remove and wash protective gear. Change 

clothing immediately. Launder clothing as soon as possible. Discard any badly contaminated 

clothing or equipment (i.e. broom). Shower using lots of soap and water.  

o Re-evaluate your pesticide handling procedures and your spill contingency plan. Restock your 

spill kit. 

10.3 Chemical Disposal 

10.3.1 Unwanted Spray Mix 

Avoid mixing surplus spray by carefully calculating rates, measuring field size, and calibrating your 

sprayer. Extra pesticide spray mixes can be collected in clean labeled containers and used as water the 

next time the pesticide is applied or they can be applied to another crop or site listed on the pesticide 

label. If no such area can be found, spray the mixture over an area on your property where it will cause 

no damage. Never re-spray the treated field with extra tank mix. Spraying an area twice will double the 

rate and may result in high residues in the crop or soil.  
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10.3.2 Container Disposal 

Empty pesticide containers are considered hazardous waste, by law, unless they are drained and rinsed 

properly. Plastic, metal and glass containers must be rinsed 3 times. The rinse water must be poured 

into the sprayer and applied with the pesticide. Paper and plastic bags must be rinsed once. Pressurized 

containers and Domestic pesticides do not need to be rinsed.  

The best way to dispose of empty pesticide containers is to take them to a pesticide container collection 

site. Containers taken to these sites are recycled into fence posts for agricultural use, highway guardrail 

posts, or used for energy. Check the list of empty pesticide container collection sites in BC to find the 

nearest one.  

If the containers cannot be taken to a collection site you are allowed to dispose of them: 

• In an approved landfill 

• Bury it, but only if:  

o The location is owned or leased by the owner of the container 

o The location is on flat ground, at least 200m from surface water or boreholes 

o The ground is not gravel, sand or other porous material and 

o It is covered with at least 0.5 m of soil immediately after burial. 

o Although burying pesticide containers is legal, it is better to take the containers to a landfill.  

o Do not burn empty pesticide containers. Burning can release toxic fumes. 

� British Columbia Department of Agriculture and Lands: Chemical Guidelines 

 

10.4 Prohibited & Exempt Chemicals 

FLO-Cert guidelines governing the use of chemical substances will change as previously mentioned. This 

is due to the evolving science of toxicology. Thus, this list is not included in the main policy body, but 

rather as an addendum that can be amended as regulations change and more chemical agents get 

added.  

From early-2011, all exempt chemicals will be removed from the South African wine-grape usage list for 

our local producers, pending the investigation of viable alternatives. These chemical agents will only be 

permitted upon approval being granted by Fairhills on the basis of a catastrophic outbreak of illness or 

pest infestation.   

• See Annexure C for FLO Prohibited Materials List 

11. Agricultural Expansion Policy 
It is understood that environmental needs as well as land-owner needs must be balanced. Occasionally, 

land-owners, or producers of Fairhills, do have suitable land for further agricultural expansion. These are 

generally the exception, as many properties are so intensely cultivated, no open flat land exists for 

additional planting.  
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Fairhills does not want to curtail the rights of producers to utilise their own land, however, expansion 

should be done in such a way that it does not encroach on sensitive natural areas. Fairhills’ policy is to 

promote the use of fallow land or underused land already located within cultivated areas of the farm as 

to not cause any potential environmental harm or removal of indigenous Cape Floristic Kingdom species. 

Luckily, most producers do not have this option, as most Cape Floral Kingdom areas are on 

mountainous, inarable land. However, due to the threatened nature of this biome, in areas where in a 

pristine state and land is deemed arable, Fairhills cannot condone the destruction of this habitat type.  

Should expansion take place, it is Fairhills’ policy to promote the use of degraded land, either locations 

previously overrun by invasive alien vegetation where indigenous seed banks do not exist or where 

paddocks or open fields have become overgrown or lay fallow.  

The expansion of agriculture into riparian zones is strongly discouraged. Rivers should be left in their 

natural state as much as possible. Considering our climate and intense periodic rainfall, altering a river’s 

course or containing it artificially often leads to environmental as well as infrastructural and crop 

damage. Without the riparian zone being intact alongside river courses, any amount of winter flooding 

often results in severe erosion, bank degradation and sometimes, agricultural land inundation.  

River banks and wide, undisturbed riparian zones are proven to be self-sustaining, keeping all, but the 

worst of floods at bay, keeping banks intact and preventing erosion. This may require more land from 

the land-owner, but it nullifies the need for expensive river and levee maintenance and almost 

guarantees zero crop damage.  

12. Building Policy 
It is not Fairhills’ mandate to prevent any producer from utilising land for other purposes other than 

viticulture. Actually, under current economic circumstances in the agricultural industry, diversification is 

encouraged; both to create economic sustainability of producers, but also to boost tourism spin offs to 

employees and other members of the community.  

This may, in many cases, involve the construction of additional facilities. This could include the 

construction of guest accommodation, venues, restaurants, wine boutiques or other cellar facilities. 

Construction may simply be the expansion of facilities for private owner use or staff housing 

improvements or additions.  

Fairhills condones these acts, provided that the proper approval is sought, should the activity exceed the 

allotted use for agriculturally zoned land. Also, Fairhills discourages the use of virgin land for building. 

Should appropriate fallow agricultural land or degraded lowland exist, it would be seriously advised to 

use such spaces for expansion, preferably in areas close to existing human-activity zones.  

Should more pristine and secluded land be needed, for activities requiring peace and quiet, such as 

guest accommodation; the preferred use of fallow land or degraded lowlands also applies. Should any 

riparian or montane land be required, these new structures must seek appropriate approval from the 

Provincial Department of Environment and Planning and will be subject to Department of Water Affairs 
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and Department of Agriculture approval processes and scrutiny. Fairhills’ once again condones these 

new structures, provided they enhance their surrounding environment through sensitive landscaping 

and rehabilitation of surrounding land (should it be required post-build), does not have a negative visual 

impact and conforms to responsible energy usage and effluent disposal practices as noted within this 

policy.  

Also, any new buildings near mountains and rivers must be built with natural disasters in mind, with 

both seasonal winter flooding and summer bush fires taken into consideration and efforts made to 

mitigate any potential damage to structures. Protecting new structures from such damage must be done 

in a proactive, not reactive manner.  

 

_______________________addendum overleaf________________________ 
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13. Annexure A: Maps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annexure B: Botanical Schedules 
*See overleaf for list by schedule and by scientific name 

Annexure C: FLO Prohibited Materials List follows thereafter 


